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P. José M. Vilaplana Richart, S. 1.

(Barcelona el 12/03/1927- Bronx, New York, USA, 27.11.2017)

Obituario, por P. Ray Schroth, SJ

El P. Jos¢ Vilaplana, SJ, naci6 en Catalufia y
crecio en Espaiia sin religion, antes de convertirse
y unirse a los jesuitas en Barcelona; en 1982 vino a
los Estados Unidos.

Sirvio brevemente en la iglesia de San Pedro en
Yonkers, NY, luego se mudo a la parroquia de San
Bernardo en White Plains, donde se desempeid
como pastor asociado desde 1984 hasta 2006,
cuando se mudoé a Loyola Hall, la residencia de los \
jesuitas en el campus de la Universidad de ‘
Fordham, en el Bronx. A partir de ese momento, . ‘|“ W \.‘ \i"
continud el ministerio pastoral. \\\' \\\\ Y
Segun una feligrés de la iglesia de San Bernardo, ‘

el P. Vilaplana fue un buen pastor y director
espiritual. Bautiz6 a sus sobrinas y sobrinos y
realiz6 las bodas de su hermano y hermana. Bajo
su direccion espiritual decidié hacerse monja y
regresé a Espafia para ingresar en una congregacion, y la apoy6 cuando dejo el convento
y regres6 a Nueva York. Sus homilias estaban bien preparadas y algunos deseaban
grabarlas, pero no permitié que sus homilias ni las palabras de consagracion se grabasen
en una pelicula.

Una de sus actividades parroquiales mas exitosas fue su grupo de oracion semanal, que
atrajo a 30 miembros. Era de estilo carismatico y los que asistieron tomaron conciencia
de la presencia del Espiritu Santo durante sus discusiones sobre las Escrituras.

Cuando su salud comenzo a fallar, se mudé a Murray-Weigel Hall, anejo al campus de
Fordham. En su habitacion, no colgaban cuadros de las paredes, pero estaban apoyados
en su escritorio dos grandes retratos de Jesus, uno con el perfil de una cabeza coronada
de espinas, el otro con el corazén de Jesus, rodeado de espinas, brillando a través de su
camisa blanca. Al parecer, su vida espiritual también se expreso en espafiol, ya que sus
varias Biblias y breviario estaban todas en espafiol, mientras que un volumen de
referencia biblica estaba en inglés.
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Remembering Jesuit Father

Obituary by Fr. Ray Schroth, SJ

Nov. 27, 2017 - Fr. Jose Vilaplana, SJ, was born in Catalonia and grew up in Spain without
religion, before converting and joining the Jesuits in Barcelona; in 1982 he came to the
United States.

He served briefly at St. Peter’s Church in Yonkers, N.Y., then moved to St. Bernard’s
Parish in White Plains, where he served as associate pastor from 1984 until 2006, when he
moved to Loyola Hall, the Jesuit residence on the Fordham University campus in the Bronx.
From then on, he continued pastoral ministry.

According to a parishioner at St. Bernard’s Church, Fr. Vilaplana was both a fine pastor and
spiritual director. He baptized her nieces and nephews and performed the weddings of her
brother and sister. Under his spiritual direction she decided to become a nun and returned
to Spain to enter a congregation, and he supporter her when she left the convent and
returned to New York. His homilies were well prepared and some wished to record them,
but he did not allow his homilies nor the words of consecration to be recorded on film.

One of his most successful parish activities was his weekly prayer group, which attracted
30 members. It was charismatic in style and those who attended became conscious of the
presence of the Holy Spirit during their discussions of Scripture.

When his health began to fail he moved to Murray-Weigel Hall, adjacent to the Fordham
campus. In his room, no pictures hung from the walls, but two large portraits of Jesus were
propped up on his desk, one a profile of a head crowned with thorns, the other featuring
Jesus’ heart, encircled with thorns, shining through his white shirt. Apparently his spiritual
life was expressed in Spanish as well, since his several Bibles and breviary were all in
Spanish, while one scriptural reference volume was in English.



