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December 20th, 2014. 
 
 
Dear Fr Provincial, Dear Regional Superior, Dear General Assistant, Dear Friends 
 
 
I write to wish you many blessings as Christmas approaches and to thank you for the spirit of 
co-operation and discernment that we enjoyed in our Conference this past year.  
 
As we look back at 2014, we can be thankful for many things.  There are so many stories of 
renewal across the Society of Jesus in Europe; they speak of a God who accompanies us and 
cares for us and for all His people, especially the poor and the marginalised: 
 

- EJIF met in Rome in August and attended Mass with Pope Francis on the feast of St 
Peter Faber.  There were memorable inputs and discussions about the re-establishment 
of the Society.  

- We decided to share resources for Formation (‘Formation Solidarity Mechanism’) 
and almost €3 million was shared across Europe for formation purposes 

- On April 7th, Fr. Frans van der Lugt was murdered by extremists in Syria.  The 
witness that he gave in his context of extreme violence helps us all as we follow 
Christ carrying His cross in our own contexts 

- Our Mission Offices and NGOs distributed a total of approx €60 million (2013 
figures) to some of the neediest places of the world 

- In June, the Provinces of Spain were integrated into one Province 
- In September-October, the number of novices in 2014 rose by about 10% as 

compared to 2013 figures. We pray that those men will find support, vision and depth 
and get the help they need to discern well their vocations 

- A special meeting of Brothers in Europe was held in the Roman Curia in 
September.  It co-incided with Vespers with Pope Francis on September 27th, 
marking the 200th anniversary of the Society’s re-establishment.  It was the first 
Europe-wide Brothers’ meeting for many years. 

- In October, we met in Ukraine, showing our solidarity with the people of Ukraine in 
their current suffering 

- In November, the Society marked 25 years since the murder in El Salvador of the six 
Jesuits and the two women at the University of Central America. Fr. Ellacuria and 
his friends remain in our hearts 

 
I am sure you can add many more examples from your own experience. And so, as we 
approach Christmas, we can be grateful for how the Lord is working, how His promises to 
us are being fulfilled. In the rich tapestry that we call “Europe” God is present in so many 
ways;  our mission is to discern His presence in our often complex daily reality.  God is 



 

active and is by our side. That is what the incarnation tells us. When I visited Ankara 
recently, one of the Jesuits there talked about the work being like an impressionistic painting 
with each Jesuit contributing his own unique and often quite humble brushstroke. In fact, it is 
a good image for all of our work across Europe.  We each contribute with different colours 
and shades and styles.  Because we are so close to it, we often can’t see the picture that is 
emerging. But God sees it, and we can trust that He knows what the big picture is. 
 
At Christmas we remember all those on the margins of our societies– prisoners; refugees, 
homeless people; those without hope.  We remember, too, the joy of the Gospel – the joy that 
we have when we share the Word with people; when we explain the Christian message.  We 
remember when our hearts burn within us as we bring Christ to others or help them to find 
Him already there in their lives.   
 
This Christmas, we pray with Jesuits in our provinces and regions who are experiencing ill-
health, especially those in province infirmiaries. Throughout the year, they pray for us so 
let us, in our turn, pray for them at this special time: that they may have  peace and serenity as 
they face the challenges of ill-health and old age and that they may feel our support and our 
friendship. 
 
We will all be involved in celebrating Christmas in different ways: Masses, celebrations with 
our families, communities and our friends.  May those events be ones where we find the 
presence of God in deep and healing ways.  
 
José de Pablo joins me in wishing a Happy and Joy filled Christmas to you, to those you 
work with and to those you serve.  
 
 

 
 
John Dardis SJ 
Conference President.  
 
 
 
 


